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permeable and more uniform in its behaviour towards the tanning agents, which are fixed
to the extent of about 30 per.cent, (calculated on the dry corium). The tanning can now
be carried out by the following methods :

(a) Infusion tanning. This process, which is used for lighter hides, consists in passing
the hides into tanning baths of gradually increasing strength, so that the tanning may be
gradual and penetrative. The total time required is 6 to 9 weeks, and between each

bath and the succeeding one the hides are drained, pressed, and fulled in order* to facilitate
the absorption of the tannin.
(b) Tanning in layers was once largely used but is now employed more particularly
for sole leather. Fifty or sixty hides are placed, alternately with layers of powdered or
crushed tanning material (bark, wood, etc.), in a cement or wooden vessel, the- empty
spices being then filled with the tanning material and the whole covered with water. The
vessel is then closed with an air-tight cover and left for about 2 months, the hides being
then transferred to a second similar vessel containing rather less tanning material, where
they are left for 3 to 4 months, and finally to a third vessel containing still lews tanning
material (4 to 5 months).